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Edible Bean Headers for John Deere are manufactured  
by Amadas Industries. 

 
You can find us on the Web at: 

www.amadas.com  
 

or e-mail us at: 
amadas@amadas.com  

 
 

You can also contact us at: 
 

P.O. Box 1833 / Suffolk, VA  23439 
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1100 Holland Road / Suffolk, VA  23434 
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(757) 539-0231 (phone) 
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Welcome  
to  
Amadas 
Industries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
With origins dating back to 1963, Amadas 
Industries and its predecessors have a long 
history of providing high quality, reliable, 
innovative equipment for the farming 
industry.  Amadas equipment is currently at 
work throughout the United States and in 
many other countries.  This equipment 
includes machinery such as the Magnum 
Fource Peanut Combine, Reel Rain 
Traveler Irrigation System, Tree Bark 
Processing and Packaging Machinery, and 
the Amadas Edible Bean Header for John 
Deere. 
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Amadas Edible Bean 
Header for John Deere 

 
 
Congratulations on your purchase of an 
Amadas Edible Bean Header for John 
Deere!  
 
The Amadas Edible Bean Header for John 
Deere has been designed in partnership 
with John Deere for use on the John Deere 
STS Combine.  When installed on the John 
Deere STS Combine, this header will 
enhance the quality of the threshed bean 
product and assist you in maintaining a 
competitive advantage in today's market.  
 
 
Benefits 
The Amadas Edible Bean Header is 
designed specifically to handle edible bean 
products.  The header’s innovative design 
provides for less bean loss and more dirt 
removal.  In addition, the header is built to 
provide you with long years of reliable, low 
maintenance service. 
 
The Edible Bean Header’s high 
performance is due to: 
 
• A low profile design that employs a 

unique pickup action for less bean loss. 
 
• An “open” style pickup design and a 

perforated auger housing that allow for 
greater dirt extraction. 

 

• An interface with John Deere Automatic 
Header Height Control that provides 
enhanced performance.  

 
  
Standard Features 
Every Amadas Edible Bean Header comes 
standard with: 
 
• Spring-toothed pickup fingers that 

provide longer life and gentler lifting and 
discharge action. 

 
• A single, smooth, large transfer roller 

that allows for seamless crop transition 
into auger housing. 

 
• The John Deere retractable finger auger 

that provides uniform feed into combine 
feederhouse. 

 
 
 
 
Dimensions 
Dimensions for the Edible Bean Header for 
John Deere are: 
 
Model Number:  M6518JD 
 
Width:     18’ 
 
Pick-up  
Operating Speed:  81 RPM 
 
Auger 
Diameter:    24” 
 
Operating Speed:  169 RPM STD 
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Overview 
Safety is everyone's responsibility!  
Although safety features are incorporated 
into the machine and dangerous areas are 
marked, ultimately, careful operation is the 
best way to prevent an accident.  To reduce 
the risk of accidents, please read thoroughly 
and follow the safety instructions and 
messages included in this manual and on 
the machine. 
 
 
Safety Symbols Used 
Three safety symbols are used on the 
machine and in this manual. 
   

            DANGER 
 

        WARNING 
 

             CAUTION 
 
Please familiarize yourself with each 
symbol and its meaning.  It is crucial 
to your safety, and the safety of 
others, that you follow the safety 
precautions indicated by these 
symbols.  The section beginning on 
the next page explains each of these 
symbols in detail. 
 
 
Protective Devices 
Protective guards and shields have been 
installed to protect you from hazards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hydraulics Warning   
Escaping hydraulic fluid under pressure can 
penetrate the skin, causing serious injury. 
 
Avoid the hazard by relieving pressure 
before disconnecting hydraulic or other 
lines.  Tighten all connections before 
applying pressure. 
 
Search for leaks with a piece of cardboard.  
Protect hands and body from high pressure 
fluids. 
 
If an accident occurs, see a doctor 
immediately.  Any fluid injected into the skin 
must be surgically removed within a few 
hours or gangrene may result.  Doctors 
unfamiliar with this type of injury should 
reference a knowledgeable medical source.  
Such information is available from Deere & 
Company Medical Department in Moline, 
Illinois, U.S.A. 

CAUTION 
 
NEVER remove, tamper with, or
modify guards or shields! 
 
NEVER open or take off the shields
while the machine is operating!  
 
NEVER run the machine if the
shields are missing or removed! 
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Safety Symbols 
Danger 
This symbol indicates an imminently 
hazardous situation, which if not avoided, will 
result in death or serious injury.  The use of 
the word DANGER is limited to the most 
extreme situations.  Extreme care should be 
taken when you near these areas.  DANGER 
decals are located at or as near as possible to 
these areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

DANGER 

 
Warning 
This symbol identifies areas or practices, 
which if not avoided, could result in serious 
personal injury.  These injuries could range 
from minor cuts to dismemberment.  Warning 
decals are located at or as near as possible to 
these areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WARNING 

 
Caution 
This symbol identifies a potentially hazardous 
situation, which if not avoided, may result in 
minor or moderate injury.  It may also be used 
to alert against unsafe practices that could 
cause damage to the machine.  Caution 
decals are located at or as near as possible to 
these areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CAUTION 
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Safety Alert Symbol 
This symbol alerts you to possible hazards.  
Follow the recommended precautions and 
safe operating procedures.  If you have any 
questions, please contact your dealer or the 
manufacturer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Safety Instructions 
Safety features have been designed into the 
machine with hazardous areas marked.  
Please read and follow the instructions in this 
manual prior to operating, maintaining, or 
servicing this machine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Notes 
Throughout the manual, information that 
needs to be emphasized is set apart with 
either a "NOTE!" or "IMPORTANT!" heading.  
Please be sure to carefully read this 
information, as it usually indicates a situation 
that could cause machine damage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTE! If you receive an error message
when you try to calibrate the header in its
lower position, raise the header slightly
and try again. 
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Safety Guidelines 
 

 
 
Many accidents can be 
prevented by your knowledge of 
safety.  Prevent injuries by 
reading and following the safety 
warnings in this manual and on 
the machinery.  Alert others to 
potential hazards. 
 
Remember all machinery can be 
dangerous if used incorrectly.  
Please operate carefully.  Safety 
is only a word until it is put into 
practice! 
 
 
When operating the header: 
 
• Keep hands, feet, and clothing away 

from moving parts. 
 
• Do NOT allow anyone to stand on or 

inside the machine during operation. 
 
• Do NOT crawl underneath the machine 

while it is in operation. 
 
• Do NOT operate unless all shields are in 

place. 
 

When setting up/servicing the header: 
 
• Do NOT attempt to lift the header.  Use 

only approved safe lifting methods to 
raise the machine. 

 
• If the header is hooked up to the tractor: 
 

o Make sure the tractor is turned off 
and the gear selector is in the park 
position.   

 
o Remove the key and do NOT allow 

anyone to sit in the tractor.  
 
o Set the hydraulic cylinder safety 

stop.  If the hydraulic line that 
lowers the feeder house cracks, the 
feeder house and header will drop 
immediately.  Setting the safety 
stop will prevent these items from 
dropping in the event of a line 
failure.  See page 80-1 in the John 
Deere portion of the Appendix for 
information on setting the safety 
stop. 

 
• Use care when handling hydraulic hoses 

and carefully read all warnings. 
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Safety Decal Locations 
Safety decals identify specific hazards and 
general safety.  Please note the following 
about the decals: 
 
• Keep them clean and legible. 
 
• Never remove a safety decal from the 

machine. 
•  When you replace a part with a safety 

decal, also replace that decal. 
 
• For replacement decals, call your John 

Deere parts representative. 
 
• Replacement safety decals are available 

free of charge. 
 

Decals  
The safety decals included on the header 
are shown below.   
  
Decals are indicated by numbers on the 
drawings on the next two pages as follows: 
 

1- 8382 
2- 8424 (non-safety, not shown) 
3- 8425 (non-safety, not shown) 
4- JH136751 (non-safety, not shown) 
5- 8182 
6- 8547 

 
 

 8382 
 
 

       
8182                                                   8547  
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Before Setting Up 
Before you set up the header for use, 
please read the following: 
 
• Please thoroughly read Chapter 1, 

Safety, before beginning the setup 
procedure. 

 
•  Carefully read over the setup 

instructions and familiarize yourself with 
the procedure. 

 
• Make sure you have all the necessary 

tools on hand. 
 
• Complete the Pre-Setup Checklist below. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Setup Checklist 
 

√ Remove all packing materials. 
 
√ Carefully inspect the header and all 

associated parts and equipment. 
 

√ If there is any evidence of damage 
from shipment or handling, report it 
immediately to your John Deere 
dealer. 
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Setup Instructions 
Installing Pressure Transducer and Tee 
The Amadas Edible Bean Header does not 
use a ground sensor like the John Deere Flex 
Header.  Instead, the Amadas header uses a 
pressure transducer.  This is supplied with 
your new header and must be installed before 
you use your header for AHHC to function. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Lower the feeder house until the lift 

cylinders are fully retracted.  At this point, 
the fluid in the lift cylinder should be under 
low pressure.  Before performing the next 
step, place blocks under the front of the 
feeder house as a safety precaution.   

 
2. Disconnect the hose indicated in the photo 

from the cylinder.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Install the tee (part # 140489) into the 

cylinder. 
 
4. Install the transducer (part #  16945), if not 

already installed, into tee. 
 
5. Attach the cylinder hose to the tee. 
 
6. Plug the lead from the header wire harness 

(part #  SAH156815) into the transducer. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Pipe
Tape

Hose

Tee

Transducer

Wire

WARNING   
Before beginning, read all warnings about
hydraulic fluids in Chapter 1, Safety.  Use
extreme caution when handling hydraulic
hoses.  Also, use extreme caution around
header and feederhouse when lift cylinder
is under low pressure 

NOTE!  Some fluid may escape when the
hose is disconnected.  Use appropriate
measures to capture and dispose of the
fluid. 
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Installing Pressure Transducer and Tee 
7. Calibrate the header.  Refer to your John 

Deere Operator’s Manual for specific 
instructions on header calibration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NOTE!  If you receive an error message
when you try to calibrate the header in its
lower position, raise the header slightly
and try again. 
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Attaching Gauge Wheels  
Your Edible Bean Header may have been 
shipped with the gauge wheels partially 
assembled.  If this is the case, refer to the 
parts drawing on the next page to assist you in 
assembling the gauge wheels. 
 
1. Locate the unassembled parts for your 

gauge wheels. 
 
Part #s:     S61749 (12) 

20632 (2) 
20633 (3) 
S61750 (13) 

 
2. Insert #2 (spacer, part #20632) on #12 (left 

wheel and caster, part #S61749) and bolt 
#3 (cap, part #20633) in place. 

 
3. Repeat process for part #13 (right wheel 

and caster, part #S61750). 
 
4. Grease both gauge wheel casters as 

indicated in Chapter 5, Maintenance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See sketch on following page. 
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Setting Stripper Distance  
1. Measure the stripper location distance 

indicated in the top photo. 
 
2. Determine if the distance aligns with the 

feeder house opening. 
 
3. If not, adjust the distance by loosening the 

bolts indicated in the photo and moving the 
stripper support to narrow or widen the 
opening as needed. 

 
4. Make sure the lock pins on both sides of the 

feeder house are placed in the “in” position.  
See page 20-2 in the John Deere section of 
the Appendix if you need more information 
on setting the pins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stripper distance

Bolts 

Bolts
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Overview 
The “Operation” chapter contains the 
instructions for starting up the machine and 
using it for the first time.  This section also 
includes a checklist to make sure the 
machine is running properly.   
 
Please go over each item on this checklist.  
Completing the checklist will not only ensure 
the machine is running properly, it will help 
ensure you are getting the optimum 
performance from your Header. 
 
If you need to make additional changes to 
the machine after you have performed all of 
the operation checks, refer to Chapter 4, 
Adjustments, for information on specific 
adjustments. 
 
 
Transporting the Header 
The Edible Bean Header for John Deere is 
approximately 18 feet wide.  Please be 
aware of this width when you transport the 
machine with your combine. 
 
Also, please remember the following when 
you transport your machine: 
 
• Do NOT exceed 20 MPH when moving 

your machine.   
 
• Check the local width laws before 

transporting. 
 
To transport your header: 
 
1. Empty the holding tank. 
 
2. Turn the warning lights to the outside of 

the header so that are visible to other 
drivers.  Turn on your flashing warning 
lights unless prohibited by your local 
laws. 

 
3. Couple the brake pedals together. 
 
4. Raise the header to a position that will 

keep it off of the ground but still allow for 
good visibility.  

 
5. Review your John Deere Tractor 

Operating Manual for more information 
on transporting the machine with your 
tractor. 
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Attaching to the Combine 
1. Center the feeder house in the header 

opening. 
 
2. Raise the feeder house and header off of 

the ground. 
 
3. Make sure the feeder house blocks are set 

in the sockets in the top beam (see top 
photo). 

 
4. Secure the feeder house to the header. 
 
Release the lock pins so that they extend 
through the latch plates (see photo). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Remove the dust cap and plug in the 

harness (bottom photo).  Wrap the dust 
cap around the harness so that it doesn’t 
swing loosely. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Sockets 

Latch plates 

Latch plate

NOTE!  If the locking pins will not extend
through the latch plates, unbolt the latch
plates, flip them over, and re-bolt in place
(see middle photo).  The latch plates are
not symmetrical and reversing them
changes the shape of the opening. 

Dust cap

Harness 
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Attaching to the Combine 
6. Connect the auger drive shaft to feeder 

house back shaft (bottom photo).  Make 
sure the quick attach collar locks 
completely. 

 
7. Remove the dust caps on the pick-up drive 

hydraulic hose quick couplers. 
 
8. Connect the reel drive hydraulic hoses to 

the quick couplers. 
 
9. Open the coupling valve. 

 

 
 
Detaching from the Combine 
1. Close the coupling valve. 
 
2. Disconnect the reel drive hydraulic hoses 

from the quick couplers.  Replace dust 
caps. 

 
3. Disconnect the auger drive shaft and place 

it in the storage position. 
 
4. Disconnect the wiring harness and place 

the harness in the storage position on the 
feederhouse.  Replace the wiring harness 
dust cap. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Auger drive
Shaft connection

Pick-up hydraulic hose quick couplers 

Auger drive shaft in storage position 

Dust cap
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Operation 
This section describes how to use your 
edible bean header for the first time.  Be 
sure to use the checklist to make sure your 
header is performing safely and efficiently. 
 
First Run 
After you have completed the startup and 
any necessary adjustments, do a first run. 
 
1. Pick a starting speed between 1 and 1½  

MPH. 
 
2. Choose the appropriate gear in the 

combine and set hydraulic flow to 
minimum. 

 
3. Engage the header and adjust the 

hydraulic flow to match combine speed. 
 
4. Select a row and line the combine up 

appropriately. 
 
5. Go approximately 50 feet and perform 

the first four items in the checklist. 
 
6. Get down from your combine and 

perform the last two items in the 
checklist. 

 
If your header is not performing according to 
the checklist, see the “Troubleshooting” 
section at the end of Chapter 5, 
Maintenance for help in solving any 
problems.  Specific adjustments are 
described in Chapter 4, Adjustments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Operating Checklist 
 
√ Make sure that crop material is not

recirculating.   
 
√ Make sure that material is flowing

evenly and not causing the machine
to stall. 

 
√ Make sure that excessive dirt is not

entering the combine. 
 
√ Make sure the automatic header

height control is consistently
returning to the same height. 

 
√ Make sure beans are being picked up

by header. 
 
√ Make sure that crop material isn’t

being left in the field or falling off of
the pickup. 
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Overview 
This chapter covers some of the basic 
adjustments that can be made to your 
Edible Bean Header.  These include the 
following adjustments: 
 
• Header height 
• Pickup speed 
• Chain tension for pickup 
• Chain tension for vine roller 
• Vine hold-down 
• Roller-stripper clearance. 
 
Additional adjustments can be made to the 
header that are not covered in this manual 
but are covered in your John Deere 
Operating Manual.  These include: 
 
• Adjusting Platform Drop Rate 
• Adjusting Auger Height 
• Adjusting Auger Finger Timing 
• Adjusting Auger Forward and Rearward 
• Adjusting Auger Chain 
• Adjusting Rear Stripper 
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Adjustments  
Header Height 
Normally, run the header as high as possible.  
The header functions most efficiently with 
minimum spring contact with the ground.  If the 
crop is matted down or it has rained, you may 
need to lower the header height to be more 
effective.  
 
1. Loosen the nut indicated in the photo. 
 
2. Using the ratchet, raise or lower the header 

to the desired height. 
 
3. Re-tighten the nut. 

 

 
 

 
Pickup Speed 
The header’s pickup speed is controlled by the 
manual reel speed switch on your combine.  
Generally, try to match the header’s pickup 
speed to the combine’s ground speed for the 
most efficient operation.   
 
You can run the header’s pickup speed at a 
slightly slower rate than the ground speed to 
further reduce product loss.  However, running 
the header pickup at a higher speed than the 
ground speed will significantly increase loss.  
 
Refer to your John Deere operator’s manual 
for more information on setting pickup speed. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Chain Tension for Pickup 
Chain tension should have approximately ¾” 
slack when you pull or press on the chain’s 
tight side. 
 
1. Loosen the bolt indicated in photo. 
 
2. Raise the idler to tighten the chain or lower 

the idler to loosen it. 
 
3. Re-tighten the bolt. 
 
 
 

 

 

Bolt Idler 
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Chain Tension for Vine Roller 
Chain tension should have approximately ¾” 
slack when you pull or press on the chain’s 
tight side. 
 
1. Loosen the bolt indicated in the photo. 
 
2. Raise the idler to tighten the chain or lower 

the idler to loosen it. 
 
3. Re-tighten the bolt. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Vine Hold-Down 
The height of the vine hold-down depends on 
the size of your vines.  Generally, if your vines 
are small, lower the hold-down closer to the 
pickup.  If your vines are larger, raise the hold-
down to increase the distance from the pickup.   
 
1. Loosen the bolts indicate in the photo.   
 
2. Rotate and raise or lower the vine hold-

down as desired. 
 
3. Re-tighten the bolts. 

 

 
 

 
Roller-Stripper Clearance 
Maintain approximately ¼” clearance 
between the stripper and the roller to prevent 
contact between them.  If the clearance is 
wider, your product may slip between the 
stripper and roller.    
 
1. Loosen the screws indicated in the photo. 
 
2. Adjust the stripper to ¼” from the roller. 
 
3. Re-tighten the screws. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Bolts

Screws 

Roller

Stripper

Idler
Bolt



Edible Bean Header for John Deere Maintenance 

10/25/05 27 MAN063 

 
 
5. 
Maintenance 

 
Before Performing Maintenance ...............28 
Maintenance Schedule .............................29 
 Auger Drive Shaft .................................31 
 Chains ..................................................31 
 Header Bar Bearings............................32 
 Header Springs ....................................33 
 Tires .....................................................33 
Beginning of the Season...........................34 
End of the Season ....................................34 
Troubleshooting ........................................35 
 
 
  
  
  
  



Maintenance Edible Bean Header for John Deere 

MAN063 28 10/25/05 

Before Performing Maintenance 
Please read all safety warnings before you 
perform any maintenance on your Edible 
Bean Header.  That includes all safety 
decals (some examples are shown below) 
and the warnings on this page. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CAUTION   
Please follow safety recommendations
when performing any maintenance on the
header. 
 
• Do NOT attempt to lift the header.  Use

only approved safe lifting methods to
raise the machine. 

 
• If the header is hooked up to the

combine: 
 

o Make sure the combine is turned
off and the gear selector is in the
park position.   

 
o Remove the key and do NOT

allow anyone to sit in the combine. 
 
o Set the hydraulic cylinder safety

stop.  If the hydraulic line that
lowers the feeder house cracks,
the feeder house and header will
drop immediately.  Setting the
safety stop will prevent these
items from dropping in the event
of a line failure.  See page 80-1 in
the John Deere portion of the
Appendix for information on
setting the safety stop.  

 
• Use care when handling hydraulic

hoses and carefully read all warnings. 
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Maintenance Schedule 
We strongly recommend that you perform 
regular maintenance on your Edible Bean 
Header to help ensure efficient and safe 
operation.   Please read the following: 
 
• The following page contains the 

Maintenance Schedule we recommend 
you follow.  Each item on the schedule 
is described in more detail in this 
chapter. 

 
• For maintenance information on the 

following items, see your John Deere 
Operation Manual:    

 
Auger Fingers 
Warning Light Bulb 

 
• If you need to replace any machine 

parts, please contact your John Deere 
dealer. 

 
• When you order parts, please sure you 

have your model and serial numbers 
handy.  These numbers are located on 
the plate shown in the photo below.  
(The plate is located on the left hand 
side of the back panel.) 
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Maintenance Schedule 
 

Item 
 

Action 
 

Interval 
 

Notes 
 
Auger Drive Shaft 

 
Lubricate 

 
Every 50 hours 

 
 

 
Auger Fingers 

 
Replace 

 
As needed 

 
See John Deere manual 

 
Chains 

 
Lubricate 

 
Every 200 hours 

 
Use SAE 30 or heavier oil 

 
Header Bar Bearings 

 
Replace 

 
As needed 

 

 
Header Springs 

 
Replace 

 
As needed 

 

 
Header Warning Light 
Bulb 

 
Replace 

 
As needed 

 
See John Deere manual 

 
Tires 

 
Check 

 
 

 
Inflate to 32 PSI 

 
Tire Support 

 
Lubricate 

 
Every 150 hours 

 

 
Tire Wheel Bearing 

 
Lubricate 

 
Every 100 hours 

 

 
NOTE!  These service intervals are suggested for ideal conditions.  If your machine is run in 
less than ideal conditions, you will need to perform maintenance more frequently than 
indicated in the chart. 
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Auger Drive Shaft 
Lubricate the auger drive shaft every 50 hours 
at the greasepoints indicated in the photo. 
 

 

 
 

 
Chains 
Lubricate chains every 200 hours of operation.  
Use SAE 30 or heavier oil, run chain before 
lubricating.  If the chain is warm, the 
penetration of oil between the pins and 
bushings is increased. 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 
 

 
 

 

CAUTION   
Before lubricating chains, make sure the
parking brake is set, the engine shut off,
and the key removed from the combine. 
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Header Bands 
1. Remove clamping bolts holding the header 

band that needs to be repaired. 
 
2. Slide the header band forward until it is free 

from the header band mount. 
 
3. Repair or replace the header band. 
 
4. Insert the repaired or new band in the slot 

on the header band mount. 
 
5. Push the header band back as far as you 

can. 
 
6. Reinstall the clamping bolts loosely. 
 
7. Pull the header band forward until it stops. 
 
8. Tighten the clamping bolts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Header Bar Bearings 
Replace header bar bearings as needed.  
Bearings are generally worn when the bearing 
is falling apart and losing bearings or has a flat 
spot. 
 
1. Remove the jam nut from the bolt. 
 
2. Remove the bolt and bearing from the bar. 
 
3. Replace the bearings and the bolt.  Refer to 

Catalog 231.  For correct washer spacing 
of bearings.   

 
4. Re-install the jam nut. 

 

 
 

Bolt Bearing 
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Header Springs 
Header springs need to be replaced when 
they are broken. 
 
1. Remove the screws indicated in the photo. 
 
2. Remove the spring retainer. 
 
3. Remove the spring. 
 
4. Install the new spring. 
 
5. Re-install the spring retainer and screws. 
 

 

 
 
Tires 
Maintain tires as follows: 
 
• Inflate tires to 32 PSI. 
 
• Lubricate the grease point on the tire 

support every 150 hours. 
 
• Lubricate the bearings in the wheel every 

100 hours. 
 

 

 
 

Screws 

Wheel bearing

Tire support
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Beginning of the Season 
Before you begin using your header at the 
beginning of each season, perform the 
following maintenance: 
 
1. Thoroughly clean the header. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Check the tension of all belts and chains 

and adjust as necessary. 
 
3. Lubricate all grease points and bearings. 
 
4. Make sure all bolts and pins are properly 

in place and tightened. 
 
5. After hooking up the header, run at half-

speed for a few minutes.  Check the 
bearings for overheating or any 
looseness. 

6. Refer to your John Deere Operating 
Manual for more information. 

End of the Season 
Perform the following maintenance at the 
end of each season to make sure your 
header is properly stored for winter. 
 
1. Thoroughly clean the header to prevent 

moisture from accumulating and causing 
rust. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Lubricate the header as follows: 
 

a. Grease the threads on all bolts.  
b.  Release the spring tension on the 

slip clutch and apply a coating of 
grease to the slip clutch washers.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT!  If using a pressure washer,
do NOT direct water spray at bearings.
High pressure water can damage bearing
seals, causing premature failure. 

IMPORTANT!  If using a pressure washer,
do NOT direct water spray at bearings.
High pressure water can damage bearing
seals, causing premature failure. 
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Troubleshooting 
 

Problem 
 

Cause 
 

Remedy 
 

 
Vines are matted down 

 
Lower header as needed. 

 
Beans are not being picked 
up by header.  

Deep furrows 
 
Lower header as needed. 

 
Vine hold-down too high. 

 
Lower height of vine hold-down. 

 
Crop material is being left or 
falling off of pickup.  

Pickup speed not 
compatible with ground 
speed. 

 
Adjust pickup speed to match 
combine speed. 

 
Crop material is recirculating. 

 
Auger is too high 

 
Lower auger as needed. 

 
Excessive pickup speed 

 
Lower pickup speed as needed. 

 
Excessive crop material is 
being threshed.  

Dry material. 
 
Wait for dew or moister conditions. 

 
Mistimed auger teeth. 

 
Adjust timing of auger. 

 
Material not being injected 
into feederhouse.  

Missing auger teeth. 
 
Repair or replace auger teeth. 

 
Ground speed is too fast. 

 
Lower ground speed as needed. 

 
Pickup speed not 
compatible with ground 
speed. 

 
Adjust pickup and ground speeds. 

 
Excessive moisture in 
crop. 

 
Wait for dryer conditions 

 
Mistimed auger teeth. 

 
Adjust timing of auger. 

 
Material not flowing evenly 
and causing stalling . 
 
 

 
Missing auger teeth. 

 
Repair or replace auger teeth. 

 
Excessive dirt entering 
combine. 

 
Pickup too low. 

 
Adjust pickup to contact the ground 
minimally and still pick up crop. 

  
Pickup speed too slow. 

 
Adjust speed. 

 
Automatic header height 
control not returning to same 
height or returning erratically. 
 

 
Gauge wheels not 
carrying load at current 
AHC setting. 

 
Set pickup height as desired.  
Adjust gauge wheels to that they 
are carrying load.  Engage AHC an 
then adjust header height control. 
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