
2120 AXLE TRUSS ROD INSTALLATION
APPLIES TO SERIAL NUMBERS 600,000 – 610,000



Purpose:

Show how to install 21309 truss rods.

Scope:

All 2120’s with 97118 axle extension

Materials:

1. 71687 Kit, Axle Truss Rod Installation
2. ¾” Drive Torque wrench that goes to 600 lbs.-ft.
3. ¾” Drive 1-5/16” impact socket.
4. 1-5/16” wrenches
5. Locking Pliers
6. Measuring Tape
7. Loctite Red 271
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1. Inspect axle and axle extension welds. Repair or replace as needed.
2. Support combine to remove the weight off wheels.
3. Remove lower center bolts attaching axle and axle extensions together and discard. (Typ. both sides). See image.
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4. Lubricate threads on 7/8” truss Rod.

5. Install 7/8” hex nuts and 7/8” leveling washers on threaded 7/8 truss rod. On one end, install 7/8” nut all the 
way to the end of the threads. On the other install 7/8” nut ~5” down the threads. Note: The two-piece 
Leveling Washers are not symmetrical. The thin half should be against the nut. The thicker half should be 
against the 1” pads. See images.
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6. Install Truss Rod through holes in axle where hardware was removed. Center rod so that equal 
amount of thread is exposed on both ends through the axle extension pads. See image.
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7. Using locking pliers, hold truss rod while tightening inner nuts. Do not fully tighten at this time. Leave about ¼” 
air gap between leveling washers and axle pad. Typ. Both ends.

8. Lubricate threads again on 7/8” truss rod. Typ. Both ends.
9. Install provided 7/8” hardware. 7/8” Leveling Washer (thick half against pad), apply Loctite Red 271, 7/8” Hex 

Nut. (Both Sides) See image.
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10. Pre-tension Truss Rod. Using locking pliers, hold truss rod while tightening outer 7/8 hex nuts. Torque 
nuts to 100 lbs.-ft. Both sides.

11. Tighten inner 7/8” nuts to remove ¼” air gap. Lightly tighten both sides.
12. Starting on right side, facing in the direction of travel, torque outer 7/8” hex nut to 390 lbs.-ft. 

Repeat other side. Note: Locking pliers may be required to hold truss rod.
13. Install provided 7/8” Jam Nuts and tighten.
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